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A Hot Issue in China's Modern Academic History
——Summarize and Comment On the Studies of the Discovery of Oracle Bone Inscriptions
ZHU Yan-min
(The History Department of Nankai University, Tianjin 300071 ,China)

Abstract: The discovery of oracle bone inscriptions over 100 years ago was an important event in the history of

Chinese culture. But some basic questions are still in dispute, such as who the discoverer was, when and by which ways

it was discovered. Currently, there are two main opposing views about the discovery of oracle bone inscriptions in the

academic circle, one view is that Wang Yi-rong discovered it when he took traditional Chinese medicine in Beijing; the

other one is that it was firstly discovered by Wang Xiang and Meng Ding-sheng in Tianjin. Debates occurred frequently.

Summarized the different opinions, a comment about both viewpoints is made in this paper to argue that they are

inclusive rather than exclusive; they are both advisable though each has some burning questions.

Key words: oracle bone inscriptions; discovery; Wang Yirong; Wang Xiang; comment
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